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Dear Parents/Carers

Prime Minister’s statement on the return to face-to face teaching
I would like to thank you for the huge effort that you have put in to helping your child with their remote learning
during these national restrictions, and indeed all of your hard work throughout the pandemic. I would particularly pay
tribute to our staff who I feel have done a tremendous job supporting the effective running of our schools, Teacher’s
delivering the great remote curriculum and our TA’s supervising our vulnerable and key worker pupils. Behind the
scene myself, our office staff, Sendco and Inclusion managers have gone the extra mile supporting from a distance
with many virtual meetings, welfare calls etc. Our site staff have kept the school hygienic. I’m so pleased to say that
despite terrible news of family and friends catching covid, our school staff have remained covid free in both schools.
Long may this continue.
‘Roadmap out of lockdown’ We have all now heard it will be safe to commence the reopening of schools and colleges
from Monday 8th March but still under similar guidelines from Autumn term. This is in response to the national public
health data and pressure on NHS capacity. The usual rules and duties around school attendance are in place from 8
March (including mandatory attendance). We will revert back to what we had in place in September with children
remaining in their class bubbles as before with separate break and lunch times. Children enter and get picked up from
their classroom door. Only 1 parents should pick-up and drop off and must distance whilst waiting. Please continue to
wear your face mask and leave the site promptly to help reduce transmission risks as you did before, Thank you. We
will let you know when the guidance principles lift due to falling transmission rates. which we all can't wait for.
‘New normal’ Before we start our curriculum-led program of teaching, we need to re-engage the children into the
love of learning with plenty of understanding and kindness. It's not about catch up on the first day back, it's about
recovery. We will start with what have the children gained and build on that. We need to do the right thing for our
children when they first return which is help them to feel safe in a large group again, help them to be together, to
socialise and play together. Re-forming relationships, routines and behaviours for learning is key and as a school we
have invested hugely in a wellbeing programme for our learners. Acknowledging children’s mental health is vitally

important when we all return, we need to acknowledge their needs and anxieties which many will have within an
appropriate curriculum. This will be our whole child focus that we all believe strongly in and are committed to.
Playground markings
A lovely new welcome back surprise for the children will be the new playground markings. These are at All Saints

and at North Elmham...

SEND
Have a look at the website - this is being added to regularly and has some useful links in the SEND section.
If there is something you would like information about and it’s not on the website speak to Mrs Otty and she will
signpost you and add it to the website for others.
SEN cafe / meet up for all parents of pupils’ on the SEN register will take place on Thursday 25th March - details to
follow later this week. We had our first one just before Christmas and we want to continue to build on that. It’s a
chance to have your say, discuss SEN issues and learn where to access support across the County.

Safeguarding
This half terms safeguarding newsletter has been shared with you all and is on our school’s website too.

World Book Day on Thursday 4th March
I will be offering a zoom story for world book day at 2pm on 4th March, and hope you will be able to join me. You can
dress up or make your own favourite potato head book character to share with us. I look forward to seeing all your
happy, smiley faces. The zoom link will be sent to you the week of the 1st March from school’s office@email. Thank
you.
Day of Calm
Following on from Children’s Mental Health Week we have ‘Days of Calm’ booked for both schools on the return of
all pupils. At Stibbard it will be on Friday 12th March and North Elmham’s will be on Monday 15th March. Each class
will be visited (social distanced) by a lady called Suzi whose sessions will leave the class feeling more calm and relaxed.
There will be exercises focused on breathing, concentration and isolating their senses. The classes will be doing some
Tai Chi style movements – which involve agility, balance and co-ordination, the pupils will make their own routine up.
They will also be challenged to think of and write some positive statements/words (a mantra) to refer back to when
they need a positivity boost!

Wonderful Wednesday Wellbeing Welly Afternoons
The weather has been kind to us this month, giving us both
snow and sunshine! We have loved seeing the creative
ways that our families have embraced the Wellbeing
Wednesday activities. If you would like to see more ideas
for inspiration remember to look on our website where
you can find a gallery showing what children have been up
to across our schools.

Staffing update
We interviewed new staff for our Federation last Friday to support learning in the classroom and additional teaching
cover. Names and roles will be shared soon once the recruitment process is finalised.
Governor vacancies – Flourish Federation (North Elmham and Stibbard Primary Schools)
Are you enthusiastic about education? Do you have time to spare? If so, then you might be just the person we
need!
We are currently looking for new governors to join our friendly governing body. Our governors come from a range
of different backgrounds, skills and experience but all share a common interest of wanting the best possible
education for the children in our federation. Governors act as a ‘critical friend’, working voluntarily to strategically
oversee the running of the two schools. They are essential for the effectiveness and success of the schools. Being a
governor is an extremely rewarding and fulfilling role, giving you the opportunity to use your skills and attributes to
have a positive impact on children’s education.
If this is of interest, we would love to hear from you. Please email Robert Plant, our Chair of Governors at
chairofgov@flourishfed.co.uk
After School and Breakfast Clubs
Thank you to all the families who have booked their children into the breakfast and after school clubs in readiness for
March 8th. Both clubs will be held in the Nursery building as previously and will be supported by our Nursery team.
Whilst the guidelines suggest keeping the different ages of children apart, we do not have enough available rooms or
staff in order to make this a viable option, so the children will be in the same rooms as before. We know there are
many families who are in need of wrap-around childcare in order to return to work so we have decided to proceed on
this basis to support these families.
We will endeavour to adhere to the social distancing measures as best we can and will encourage the children to
follow these. We would ask that you also enforce this message at home if you wish to use both clubs.
Nursery at All Saints Stibbard

We are looking forward to welcoming you all back on the 8th of March. Lots has been happening in the nursery and
we have some exciting things to show you when you return. One addition is the new sand pit, a big thank you to Mr.
Brown for building it for the nursery children.

30 hours early education funding.
It is coming up to that time when your 30 hours codes will need to be reviewed, please remember to do this before
the 31st March to be able to continue claiming. If you are not yet claiming 30 hours and think you may be eligible,
you can check on www.childcarechoices.gov.uk.
Bottle moments
Here is an activity for you to do with your nursery aged child before they come back. It is called ‘bottle moments’. The
idea is to either draw your own bottle or print a template from the link below and draw something inside the bottle
that you would like to do after lockdown. For example, it could be a drawing, a colour or lots of lovely squiggles of
seeing friends or family or going to the beach.
https://www.bottlemoments.com/
We would love to see all your creations so please bring them in when you come back to nursery, then we can talk
about all the exciting things we would like to do.
If you have any worries or concerns about your child returning please contact the nursery 01328 829426 or email
nursery@stibbardallsaints.com.

Superhero Red Nose Day Friday 18th March
We will be having Red nose day fun on Friday 18th March, dressing up as superheroes, why not join us and send your
child to nursery dressed as their favourite superhero, it might be Spiderman or Elsa, just let your imaginations run
wild. Parents if you have a favourite superhero costume why not join in the fun.

Ms P Jones
Executive Head Teacher of Flourish Federation

