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MAY 2021
Dear Parent/Carer
Summer Reading Challenge

The Summer Reading Challenge is launching on July
10th!
The Facts:
● The Summer Reading Challenge is designed to prevent a dip in children’s
literacy levels over the summer holidays and encourage a reading for
pleasure habit.
● This year the Reading Agency in partnership with libraries are aiming to reach 1 million children in the UK.
The theme is nature and the environment and is also in partnership with the World Wildlife Fund
● Children are more likely to engage with the Summer Reading Challenge if it is promoted and celebrated
within their school
● Libraries in Norfolk are open and want to encourage children back
● The Norfolk Library and Information Service has stopped overdue charges from all children’s cards in order to
remove any obstacle to library membership
● The Norfolk Library and Information Service has developed electronic joining and registering systems and
improved the online services to improve access
What you need to know:
● Libraries are open but, for those of you familiar with the Summer Reading Challenge, it is still not quite
business as usual. We will be keeping our community safe by not encouraging large gatherings so, sadly, will
not be offering school visits this year
● We will be holding live online author and interactive story events throughout the challenge that families can
access via zoom. The popular storyteller John Kirk; author, vet and TV presenter Dr Jess French; and author
and vet Gill Lewis
● Every week a new activity sheet will be available from local libraries to pick up along with the next book to
read to encourage families to visit regularly

Enrichment Surprises during May

The letter H happiness

Herman’s Holiday

This poem is about how happiness is something that comes and goes and that
inorder for you to recognise and experience happiness you also have to sometimes
experience sadness. It talks about how you can recognise what makes you happy
and then when you need cheering up you can do something that makes you happy
as you know what that will be.
Mrs Jeary then spoke about how hearing music and singing makes her happy and
how she has missed hearing pupils singing during covid restrictions. Pupils then
sang a song or nursery rhyme chosen by their teachers. Mrs Jeary popped into
doorways or phoned classrooms to hear the children sing.
This story is about a bear called Herman. His bestfriend, a racoon called Henry, go
on a camping holiday. Herman soon sees that his friend isn’t having a very good
time. So, he sets about giving Henry a surprise by building a hotel especially for
Henry. Henry is delighted!
In this story, there are pop up postcards to view.
Miss Nelson spoke to the children about drawing a picture on their plain postcard of
a holiday they had been on or would like to go on. Then they could write to their
chosen person all about their holiday and how they were feeling.
The ‘Unforgiving Servant’ from the Bible. We looked at the theme of Forgiveness
and linked this to the assembly from Monday which was ‘The Prodigal Son’ and
was about forgiveness. The story looks at how one servant was forgiven and did
not have to pay back a large amount of money but then he would not forgive
another servant for borrowing a small amount of money. As the story was linked to
money, the activity was coin rubbing. This was differentiated across the year
groups as the younger children just did coin rubbing but the older children tried to
create a picture or a word e.g. ‘forgiveness’ or ‘love’

’All are Welcome’
by Alexandra
Penfold

This story was aimed to help the children understand that we live in a society where
diversity is celebrated and that our differences, whether that be race, gender,
ethnicity, religion or even our interests or our names) make us stronger as a
community. The activity was decorating paper dolls of different skin tones to display
as a banner in our classrooms to show that ‘All are welcome’.

Nursery

Starting school.
With some of the children heading off to school in September, I would like to signpost you to a great website that
supports parents of children starting school. https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/return-to-school
It offers parents a lot of advice on how you can support your child at this important time. It has a short video called

‘Getting ready to start school’ which you can watch with your child to understand some of the things they will need
to be able to do, for example, washing and drying their hands, dressing themselves, going to the toilet to name just a
few. There is also a quiz you can work through as a family so you all have the same thoughts and ideas. There are lots
of useful resources and ideas for parents so please take a look, Just click on ‘Return to school’ and then ‘Resources
for families’. If you have any questions please contact Sue at the nursery.

The Vegetable Garden
The nursery children have been very busy helping to develop the Vegetable garden, which is looking great. We have
lots of different vegetables and fruit growing. We even have a scarecrow the children made to stop the crops being
eaten.
Thank you to the parents who have donated plants and vegetables.

After half term
We have successfully recruited Mr Hurrell for Teachers PPA time next half term. Mr Hurrell has been teaching at All
Saints Stibbard this last three weeks. We welcome Mr Hurrell to our Federation. Mr Hurrell’s timetable will be:
Day

Morning

Afternoon

Wednesday

Reception at All Saints Stibbard

Year 1 at All Saints Stibbard

Thursday

Sheep class at North Elmham

Year 2 at All Saints Stibbard

Friday

Sheep Class All Day at North Elmham

We have tried to give all our children an experience of outdoor learning with Mrs Cairns this pandemic year. There
will be some changes after half term to support this. As Sheep class have enjoyed an extensive outdoor provision, we
have recruited Mr Hurrell an early years/KS1 teacher to cover sheep class all day on a Friday next half term whilst Mrs
Cairns takes Lions and Whales for their outdoor learning sessions. Mrs Cairns will contact Lions class parents re
wellies etc. Mrs Cairns timetable for welly days will be;
Welly Day

Morning

Afternoon

Wednesday

Year 6 at All Saints Stibbard

Year 5 at All Saints Stibbard

Thursday

Year 3 At All Saints Stibbard

Year 4 at All Saints Stibbard

Friday

Whales Class at North Elmham

Lions Class at North Elmham

Future calendar events
We are planning leavers events for the end of term. We plan to say goodbye and goodluck to year 6 pupils and
parents on 13th July for All Saints Stibbard and on 16th July for North Elmham.
During the last three days of term, 19th-21st July, our new reception children will be invited for a play date session
with their new teacher. We will be contacting those parents next half term to confirm their session date. We will also
be hosting a parents meeting with our Reception teachers telling them what to expect for September. The parent
meetings will happen on 28th June for All Saints Stibbard new intake parents and 5th July for North Elmham new
intake parents. More details to follow.
Outdoor Learning activities
For those classes who will be having Welly Day we suggest that they wear to school:
●
●
●
●
●

old long trousers (not shorts)
wellies or trainers if really dry (not sandals)
long sleeved top
waterproof coat
sun hat

We will be out in all weathers. We have waterproof trousers for most children, but not yet for children in older year
groups. If they are out in a morning session they may need a change of clothes.
Both sites have been changing week on week as the seasons change. Children have been spotting the new visitors to
our schools including frogs, toads, newts and even a hedgehog. At Stibbard we are now able to investigate the pond
area and this has led to real excitement from the classes. All classes are now working brilliantly together to
investigate, build and problem solve. We have some real experts in our school communities and I am going to be
finding ways to give these children a louder voice - watch this space!

We wish you a lovely half term holiday
Stay safe from us all at Flourish Federation

